
AUGUST 19, 2019 

ONTARIO TOWN BOARD WORKSHOP MEETING & PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A workshop meeting of the Ontario Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Frank Robusto at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Ontario Town Hall. Present were Supervisor Robusto, Council members: Scott TeWinkle, Joseph 

Catalano, Richard Leszyk, Jeremy Eaton, Attorney Richard Williams, Deputy Town Clerk Shelley LaRocca and 

Town Clerk Debra DeMinck 
 
46 residents and visitors were present at portions of the meeting 

 

Mr. Eaton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
Revisions to the Agenda - A motion was made by Mr. Robusto, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to approve the 

agenda with the addition of adding two new signatures for the Intergrow Grant draw. 5  Ayes 0 Nays 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

A legal notice of public hearing was published in the Sun & Record/Wayne County Mail on August 8, 2019 and 

in the Times of Wayne County on August 11, 2019. It was on the Town’s website and on the Town Clerk’s 

bulletin board on July 29th. 
 
John Casciani introduced himself and gave an overview of the proposed heliport at 560 Boston Road. He made 

application late last year to the Town Board to establish the heliport. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Leszyk, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to open the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Mr. Robusto asked if there were any questions. 

 

Andy Lause, 384 Boston Road, stated he is directly west of Lake Immunogenics and the stabled horses. 

He has no issue with this proposal and even encourages it. He feels the noise from the helicopter is not a high 

enough decibel level to bother anyone. 

 

Jim Caternolo stated he lives right across the street and on four (4) different occasions has had to corral horses 

due to human error. He has never seen the horses jump with military helicopters flying overhead. 

 

Brooke Larner, 302 Boston Road, says she is for the helipad. Motocycles going down the road make more 

noise. John’s helicopter flew over her house and she couldn’t hear it. 

 

Tom Short, 367 Boston Road, stated he is for the helipad. He stated you can’t hear the helicopter. As for the 

horse fence, the horses could go through as the posts are 50 feet apart. 

 

Mark Fabi, 540 Boston Road, stated he has been in the helicopter videotaping the horses and they didn’t care. 

There is more noise from dirt bikes, motorcycles and military helicopters. 

 

Anne Rowlands, 450 Lake Road and the owner of Lake Immunogenics is concerned for her horses. She stated 

John Casciani asked if he could fly over her property, was told no and did it anyway. 

 

Laurie Doell, 748 Lake Road, has concerns with traffic coming down the road to see the helicopter. 

 

Karen Karl, 177 Elm Dr., asked why a variance was needed? Attorney Williams responded that its not a 

variance. It needs to come before the miunicipality for approval. 

Karen also stated that noise pollution needed to be stopped. 

 

Dan Rolfe, 276 Boston Road, has safety concerns. Why was Mr. Casciani denied the heliport in Webster and 

what if there was an accident? 



  Page 2 

  08/19/19 

Mr. Williams replied that Mr. Casciani was given site plan approval for his home at the last planning board 

meeting. 

 

Joe Eamus, 177 Elm Dr., stated he used to live in Webster adjacent to the property where Mr. Casciani wanted 

his heliport. There was an uproar when the heliport was brought before the board. 

Did Mr. Casciani receive a permit for the two properties in Webster? Whey isn’t he using the airport next door. 

 

Tammy Schnepf, 6891 Furnace Road, works at Lake Immunogenics, and has concerns for the horses. 

 

Dr. Dave Rowlands, owner of Lake Immunogenics, stated they receive new horses on a regular basis and 

because they aren’t familiar with them, they aren’t sure how they will react to the noise of the helicopter. Since 

becoming the owners of Lake Immunogenics, they have done a lot of work on the fences and with the voltage. 

 

Kevin Cannan, 746 Boston Road, stated he has seen the helicopter and supports the helipad. 

 

John Ghysel stated that technically you can fly a drone anywhere and they are louder that the helicopter. 

 

Brooke Larner, 302 Boston Road, stated there is a semi trailer that is parked across the street which leaves in the 

middle of the night and is louder that the helicopter. 

 

Andy Lause, 384 Boston Road, spoke about the noise and horses again. 

 

Mark Fabi, 540 Boston Road, spoke about the horses. 

 

John Ghysel stated he has a friend in Montana and they use horses and helicopters to round up cattle. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to close the public hearing at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Mr. Eaton stated he lives way off the road. 

Mr. Casciani stated it is impossible to see the helicopter take off and land from the road. He flies 4-5 times a 

month. He has been a commercial pilot for 20 years. He has the right to charge for flights but doesn’t. He has 

had many cancer patients in the helicopter and has even used it to look for missing people. 

 

Mr. TeWinkle asked how many feet were needed to take off. 

Mr. Casciani responded that a helicopter requires a 100 by 100 strip of land to take off and land. He has not 

flown over the horses and the horses seem uninterested in the helicopter. 

 

Mr. TeWinkle asked what the altitude was. 

Mr. Casciani stated heliopters can choose the altitude they use. His goal is to gain altitude quickly. 

 

Mr. TeWinkle asked how close is the helipad to other homes. 

Mr. Casciani stated it is about 500 feet away from the Fabi’s and 1000 feet from other homes in the area. 

 

Mr. Catalano asked the town attorney if the town could put reasonable conditions on this. He also asked why 

Mr. Casciani wouldn’t want to use the Williamson Airport. 

Mr. Casciani responded that he likes his helicopter close to home. He is constantly making sure everything is 

ok. 

 

Mr. Catalano asked Mr. Casciani if he would be opposed to the board putting limitations on hours of operation. 
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Mr. Leszyk stated the board needs to approve this. Mr. Casciani could sell his property and they could have 

another helicopter. 

 

Attorney Williams stated they would have to go through all the approvcals. He could put in the approval 

resolution that this is personal to Mr. Casciani. 

 

Mr. Casciani replied that he has taken 100 foot of trees out, cleared almost to Berg Road and he has no desire to 

fly over homes. 

 

Mr. Leszyk asked the Attorney how many homes could be built on that site if Mr. Casciani were to sell.  

Attorney Williams stated approximately 80. 

 

Mr. Leszyk also stated there are risks everywhere. 

He and Mr. Eaton are opposed to restrictions on hours. 

The FAA has the last say and a prudent pilot would never fly in adverse conditions. 

 

A motion was made by Mr.  Leszyk, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adopt a resolution allowing the helipad at 

560 Boston Road. 

 

After a brief discussion among board members, A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. Catalano, 

to table the motion allowing the helipad at 560 Boston Road until the August 26th meeting with additional 

language added to the resolution from the Attorney. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Comments from the Public – A resident asked if the financial reports were available from the last meeting and 

were the 2018 accounts balanced and closed. 
 
Another resident asked if they could have the air quality tested around their house due to Preston’s mulching 

business which is directly behind them. School is starting in two weeks and prevailing winds will carry all the 

dust to the school. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to authorize a fireworks show at Casey Park 

on Saturday, August 24, 2019 as part of the Summer Send-Off festival. The vendor is Young Explosives 

and the funds have been budgeted for in A7550.4. This is requested by the Director of Parks and 

Recreation in memo PR24-2019. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

Mr. Leszyk would like the Town Attorney to look at the insurance certificate to make sure there are no gaps. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the Girl Scout Bronze Award is the highest honor a Girl Scout can earn, and 

WHEREAS, the twelve recipients of this honor (from Troop 40038) completed a Kindness Campaign in three 

buildings in the Wayne Central School District, and 

WHEREAS, the Kindness Campaign spread positive messages and inspired kind actions among students and 

staff of the Wayne Central School District, and 

WHEREAS, their campaign improved the lives of Ontario residents. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Ontario recognizes Hannah Eldred, Ella Magri, 

Emily Mills, Emily Pederson, Gabriella Nuwer, Jillian Thomas, Kayleigh Achtziger, Lilliana Malcolm, 

Samantha Taylor, Sara Lockwood, Melina Isler and Alyssa Dastyck for their contributions to the Ontario 

community and the Wayne Central School District and commends them for their attainment of the Girl Scout 

Bronze Award. 5 Ayes 0 Nays RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
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Mr. Robusto stated two new signatures were needed for the Intergrow Grant project. Intergrow received 

$750,000 from the State with $16,000 of it going to the Town for administrative costs. Mr. Riddell says the 

town did not use that money so it needs to be transferred to Intergrow. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to authorize Joseph Catalano and Debra 

DeMinck to sign the budget modification for the Intergrow project for the $16,000 in grant 

administration to be given back to the company to assist with additional machinery and equipment costs 

and to authorize the Supervisor to sign the document as the Chief Elected Official. 5 Ayes 0 Nays 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Workshop Items 
 
Jarrod Crawford, Branch Manager, of Lyons National Bank in Ontario gave a presentation of the collection of 

Town and County taxes through the bank. He will have a cost estimate available for the next meeting. 

 

Chickens – Chickens are not allowed in Town Code except as an incidental part of a general farm operation. 

Mr. Robusto asked if we address and allow with certain parameters? 
 
Mr. Leszyk stated chicks are small and cute and then they grow up. His neighbor had chickens and he stated 

they do a lot of damage to mulch. Also where does the waste go. His neighbors moved and left the pile in the 

yard. If they are loose and go in the road, they are a hazard. He like the Town Code and feels it should be 

enforced. 
 
Mr. Catalano asked how this became a problem. Were people complaining? 
 
Mr. TeWinkle feels it seems to be a rooster problem. They make too much noise. 
 
Mr. Catalano feels the 5 acre rule is pretty good. 
 
Mr. Robusto stated the board needs to have the present code enforced or change it. 
 
Mr. Catalano said if you are having farm animals you need five (5) acres. Our code doesn’t allow chickens  with 

five (5) acres. 
 
Attorney Williams asked if they were totally enclosed with no roosters, would that be acceptable? 
 
Mr. Robusto said the town could have an annual permit. 
 
Mr. Catalano stated should take out “except as an incidental part of a general farm operation” and allow it with 

five (5) acres. 
 
Mr. Eaton stated that the poop will go into the garbage toter. There are young people moving into the area who 

would like to have a chicken or two to lay an egg for breakfast. 
 
Attorney Williams stated the code enforcement officer would have an easier time enforceing against an allowed 

use. 
 
Mr. Robusto asked board members to make suggestions and they will address chickens again. 

 

Comments from the Public – A resident jokingly said residents need 50 chickens. 
 
Another resident had the tax collection hand book and the town clerk has many duties, writing checks to the 

Supervisor and reconciling being two. This lock box would be a business arrangement. 
 
Another resident asked who was going to pay the additional money to the bank for the lock box. 
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Executive Session – A motion was made by Mr. TeWinkle, seconded by Mr. Leszyk, to enter into an 

executive session at 9:00 p.m. for a personnel matter  leading to said dismissal, removal, promotion, 

appointment, employment, discipline, demotion or suspension. 5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

Reconvene – 9:58 p.m. 

 

Adjourn – A motion was made by Mr. Eaton, seconded by Mr. TeWinkle, to adjourn at 9:59 p.m. 

5 Ayes 0 Nays MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

                                                                     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

         Debra DeMinck 

                                                                    Ontario Town Clerk 

 

 The above minutes will become official upon approval of the town board. 


